\O) 
"NS rn E 


_ PETITION 


WF FRE 


PROTE STANTS 
| FRANCE 


ZOO THEIR 


K IN G 


| Upon Account of the 


LINDO N printed, and Re- -ptinted as * 
_ EDINBURG H, 1697. 


ws. | FP 


- 5.4 x; : 


"Ys 3s vs. -< > ®. 4 "ed EP $ ® "*L \ qo 
: (SW IT as 5 : 


wh; Yd Sada ade Gs 'D E-. ; " Be 


Abs 


FR” LE 
o ee, 46," e+ w.-- * P 


es. Ya 


G7 ine.” at Af 


if we ſpeak freely to] Your Majeſty 


believe the Doarine of Purgatory and Indulgences, the Invocation 


Later Ages, 'tis decauſehthoſe points are not" to be found in the 


3 | = 
" Weeannotadere the Sirrament of the Facharifh, and it eannop 
bedeny'd burtliat weſhonld be Idolatorsif we ſhould adore it, con> 
(idering theOpinions which we hold;ſo that no body can conſtrain us 
rodoit, withoutforcivg 'us to commit the greateſt of Crimes. 
We implore Your 'Majefty to think ofit. Pardon us, Sirs 
upon the' Subje&t of ous 
Tears and Groans. We are not, Sir, whatever Name they 
they give us; we are notthoſe ancient Hereticks againſt whom the 


_ Church has juſtlyfulminated, becauſe theyhad nothing dnt theNameg 


of Chriſtiar, which rhey diſhonour'd as well by the. Monſtronſneſs 
of their Dofrine, as the Imputity of their Morals, If we zefuſe to- 


of Saints, the worſhip of Images, the Verieration offRelicks; and 
thoſe other petty Devotions, invented 'by' the 'Monke 'in the 


Holy Sctiptnre, and we believe we cannot admit 'em' with aſafe 
Conſcience upon the warrant of Humane Authority. Zn 
We ſpeak Sir of Humane Authority; for we are convinc'd, that if 
God had been pleas'd roereRa vitble Tribunal upon Earth, to 
which we ſhould ſubmir our Conſciences in Matters of Religion, 
this infalible Tcibundl wonld without all comradiction, have 
been ſo characeriz'd,that it would have been an cific thing to have 
known it. Ithighly concern'd the Safety and Repole of the Con=- 
ſciences of the Faithful. Now Tour Majefty well knows, that 'e+ 
ven.in your own Communion,this Tribunal isa thingconceſted be- 
eween the Pove and the Councils. AlltheDoRors of Your King- 
dom decide it in favour of the Councils, All the Doors of Italy 
and m8ny others keld fox - the Fope. The Difficulties alledg'd on 
Both ſides are ſo conſiderable that not being able with that Certaig- 
ty which the Faith requires, to find out thisinfallible Tribuns!, we 
believe it the faſeſt way to follow the Word of God only, for the 
Rule of Faith. Anda usit ſeemsthat our Condu@ has nothing in 
it of that Obſtinacy Which makes People Hetrticks according to the 
Cannons of the Church. £ e  E 
' | Wepray to God. Sir, forthe long Continuance and Proſperity 
of Tour Majeſty's Reign; butafter all, Your Majefty is not Im- 
Mortal. It may be, Sir, that upon the Bed of Death, perhaps Your 
Majeſty then may come co be touch'd with ſome Apprehenlions of 
of Fear and CompunRion, For having cooſrain'dthe Conſciences 
'of Your SubjeRs who ſtill give Your Majeſty an Account of theis 
Faith with all Obedience and Refpet, whenever you requir'd- it 
iromihem. For the ſake of the Almighty, Sir, we 1mplore Tous 
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40 der, tat phaps It the. lak Moments. of: Your 
MI dreadful Calaminics © lo.great: a. Numbe; ef Tous. Sub4 

Ks, ints which the Malice of Pecple, (ountesfiting Devotions 
ins engag'd Tour Majeſty to precipitate thaw, may' came. zppron 
me them lves before Your Eyev». trouble the.Repoſe alYout 


Sogl. For is award, Sir; permit us tu ſpeak. It once more, 


LI 
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have we doneto meritthe drawing of Yout ladignation upon 


ethers among us to infltuR us, bas donealthac God requires 
Be ianſtas Prince, without any Ohligatigu that -ieey; Kid us 
pon Tou, to revoke Yayl Vordand your Edits, ; The. ſame God 
who Ordains ustalabqurthe Salvation of our Netghbaucs! forbids 
to force the Conſcience and confitain men to turn Hypocrites 
whether they willprnp We can hardly believe that the Viotene 
ces which have beep offer'd usc'er came tothe knowledge of yous 
Najcſty, orthat You would endure thatthe Hiſtory of Yeur Glori- 
ous Reign {hall be clouded with the Relations of then, vnd that 
@vcrit ſhould be (aig, thatYou perſecuted Your moſt faithful Sib- 
jeas, becauſc they defar'd to worſhip God 'according to his Word; 
and the votionsoftheir Coulcicnces, wibout any other Defect in 
their Dury- For thele ſexual Years tbar we have luffer'd, we have 
catefully examin'd our ee ' Wecanelfoſay, tho' it ſhould 
grove to our Shame; that we haveeramin'd itwith a ſecrer- Deſire 
£0 meet with Errotsin its, that we might be free to follow Your 
Kajeſty's Order - Butthis Exzamwation has ferv'd to no other pur. 
| -—+coug couoberate. us in the Fauh wohave profeſg'd from our 
ncy. TO ELL Te = 
© We keeptourfelresin filence, fo log es your Majeſty Was cn= 
'din this toilſome W ar. Now thatyou'are ſabonring the Paace | 
weps, vouchiafo us, Sir. what we dernand with all the ReſpeR& 
wc owe Your Majefty, tbe Peace of our Conftiences, Some im» 
plote your Majeſty, to refcote em their Wives and their Childten ; 
ethers demand pheit Forbers and their Husbands, ' Some pray Your 
Majeſty, that they may be deliver'd from -Cloyfters, Prifons, and 
po tat Climates, where they are 'confin'd awong Sarages; 0» 
thers to be releas'd from Chains and Oars, where they fit bound'a« 
mong the worſt of Caitifts, Ler us not bethe only Perſors in di- 
ſtre(s, to whem your Throne and Goodneſs are inaccefsible. We 
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beg of your Majeſty, io live peaceably,: as humble Subjets, and 
faithful to your Majeſty, with Liberty to Worſhip God according 
to our, Conſciences. Suffer, Sir, Oh, ſuffer a great Number of 


art Your 
King- 


Tour Subjets, whom theis Religion hasconfirain'd todep 
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A PETITION preſented 10 the King of France. 
I! the Proteſtants in his Kingdom, who bave beey formerly 
| conſtraind to embrace the Roman Religion. \ 
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K 7 Our Subjefs, who profeſs a Religion which the Edits cal 
, the Pretended Reformed, and. of which you have forbid 'emn. 
_ rhe publick Exerciſe for ſome Years, come to throw them« 
*clves at Your Majeſty's Feer, to make known to Your Majeſty their 
2 umble Kemonſtrances, and to. implore Your Compaſton upon 
$2eir Miſeries, which ate ſo dreadful, that your Majeſty-cannot caft 
ſour Eyes upon theit deplorable Condition, without ſome Pity up- 
on their Sufferings. Your Majeſty, Sir, hasalways made it Your 
cliief Glory to ſtop the Progreſs of Your Arms, and toſuſpend the ' 
Courſe of Your Vigtories, 1n order to give Peace to Europe. Muſt 
Tour own Subjes, who never violated the Fidelity which they owe 
You, and which the Religion that they profeſs enjoyns 'em 10 pay 
:0u, bethe only Perſons that are to bedepriy'd of Your Royal 
Bounty 2?What have they done, and of what deformed Colours 
_ their Enemys made uſe of, to black'n 'em in Your Majeſty's 
yes ? WY ES” ; ; 

They are perſwaded, that next to their Duty to God, they are 
ablig'dto pay Your Majefty an anlimited Obedience. They xnow 
n0'perſon upon Earth who can abſfolve 'cm from that Fidelity | 
which is Yourdue. ' Te Fear God and Honour Your Majeſty, i0 
Tpend their Eſtatesand Livesin Your Seryice, this among them is 
an inivelable Maxim which they take care to inculcat into their 
Children. No Troubles of the pteceeding Reigns can bs imputed 
ro them without the higheſt Tnjuftice * Your Majeſty is too clear- 
ſighted, aud Your Council tog penetrating, notto be well fatify 
that tholeCommotions were caus'd either by Princes, lawful Heirs t® 
the Crown which they tranſmitted to Your Majeſty, in defending It 
againfifthoſe who aticmpred1o uſurp it,or by ſome Graudergo: the 
Kingdom, ho never want Pretences,c{pecially when they have cor 
ceiv dan Opinion, thata Chicf Miniſier abuſes the Anthority of 
his Prince. Ina word, ſince Your Majetly aſcended tbe Th:oBCs» 
and took theReins ciGovernment inte Yaut ownHands; Your SuP- 
plicants never departed from their Duty. They can alfo boaki the 
Approbation wherewith your Mijefty has honovur'd their Figclty » 
which hasalways been firm and conftang, tho'they were power: hs 
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GG llicired in the time of Your Majeſty's Minority, whoſe yndoube- 
edAight they have always held Inviolable and Sacred. een Id 

- We make noqueſtion,Sir, but that we have been painted forth to. 
Your Majeſty; too much taken up :vith publick Aﬀairs, throughly 
to underſtand our Religion, as a fort of Feople whonr a pure Spirit 
of Limbertiniſm h:e1d engag*d in our Profefiion, and yho would 

uit it without any Trouble or Remorſe, ſoſoon as they ſhould be- 
hold it belet with Thorns,a nd environ'd with dreedtul Calamities 
aud Torments, by the multicude of Edits and Declarations which 
they wreſted in a manner out of Your Majeſty's Hands, But we 
implor Your Majeſty, Sir, by that Royal Goodneſs which cauſes the 
Repoſe of Your SubjeRs,to refleR atpreſent upon theCounſels which 
haye been given Your Majeſty, and upon this pretended Liberti- 
niſm, with which tb 2y have disfiguted us in Your - Majeſty's ſight. 
They can never fa y, that a Spiriti of Libertiniſm could oblidge ſo 
many Thouſand perſons to quittheir Comntrev, a Country full of 
all manuer of Bleſliogs, 6 bas their Bread amony Foreigners, £0 
expoſethemſelvcsto the danger of beiog confin'dto Priſons, Cloiſ- 
x<rs, or ſentto the Galleys, as ſome have becn pf all Conditions 
and Characters. Of neceſſity, Sir, the Power of Conſcience muſt 
be vcry great that Can prevail with Men to undergo ſuch Extre- 


Mites, . 
'Tis true, thatif a Conſcience ignorant and prejudic'd by falſc 


Principles ſhould engage in Crimes theft troubl'd the Repoſe of 


Society, Your Majeſty had reaſon to ſuppreſs the Licenciouſneſs of 
8 Tucbulentand Criminal Conſcience. But, Sir, we are eonvinc'd 
that our greateR Eniwies can lay no ſuch thing to our Charge 
Out Morals :te pure, and without Reproach, in reſpe&t of God 
3n reſpe of Your Majeſty, andin reſpet of Society, ' As for our 
Dodrinc, of what Error can they convit it? We admit the Sym- 
bo!s of Faith c>mpos'd b; the firſt Oecumenic Councils,& theSym- 
bn; o: Creed which is call'd the Apoſtles.: We believe in one God 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. We believe our (elves redeem'd by 
the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chrift our God and Redeemer, provided we 
paitake of tne Merits cf his Death and ' Sufferinzs, by a' lively 
Fai'h, operating ia good Works, and by a fincete Kepentance. 
W: 2dwitin the Holy t uchatift, a Spiritual Eating of the Fleſh 
of |[c{us Chiift, WeBaptizs int!h1* Name of the Father, Son, and 
Hoiy Ghoſi, forthe Remiflſon ot Sins.” We invoke the Almighty 
iuthe Name of [cfus Chriſt, and by his Interceſſion, as he com- 
r1.nded us. This, Sir, 15the ſubſtance of our Religion. Your 
Poftors 2gree u; on 2ll theſe Articles, apd admit'em as we do. | 
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Kiogdom;, to return again, thatthey may end their Days under 
Your Royal Autherity, and call upon God once among anether as 

we were accuſtomdtodo., | | 
Receive, Great Sir, with your wonted Goodneſs, this Petition, 
which would have been ſubicrib'd by ſeveral Thouſands of Perſons, 
if your Majeſty would have given us Permiſzion, Give Ear to our 
juſt Demands.We addreſs our ſelves to Your Majeſty, We Supplicate 
Your Majeſty to caſt your Eyes upen our Miſeri-s, and upen the 
| Tearswhich weprivatly ſhed ip our Families. Our Fidelity 1s knowm 
to Tour Majeſty; retutn us, Great Sir, your ProteQion, and the 
Effeas of Your Goodneſs, and yout juſtice, which have been tak= 
en from us by Surprire, ard upon falſe Accuſations, which haye 
aggravarced Your majeft: $Prejudiceajainſt us. We ſhall pray to 
God, as fill we do, for the Proſperity of your Reign, and of your 
Sacred Perſop, and we ſhall leave to aur Ghildren the ſame juſt Sen» 

diments of Qbediencs and Figclity.: 
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